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The G8 & G20 Youth Summit is a premier international youth conference that brings together 

youth representing the Group of Eight (G8) and Group of Twenty (G20) nations to engage in 

meaningful dialogue and design innovative resolutions to some of the world’s most pressing 

issues. 
 
The Summit is a global youth initiative that runs parallel to real world events concerning the G8 

and G20. Unlike the Model United Nations and other similar events, the G8 & G20 Youth 

Summit is not simply a re-enactment or simulation.  In the context of being realistically 

idealistic, the summit is a forum that allows young people the freedom to express original 

thought and ingenuity while designing solutions to world problems.  These solutions, in the 

form of an official communiqué, are then presented to real world leaders and policymakers. 
 
The Positions Available 

 

• Head of State 

• Sherpa 

• Minister of Economics 

• Minister of Finance 

• Minister of Development 

• Minister of Environment 

• Minister of Foreign Affairs 

• Minister of Defence 

 

The Heads of State and Ministers engage in negotiations on topics to be determined by the 

delegates in the weeks prior to the conference.  The Sherpa does not participate in negotiations, 

but rather acts as the delegation coordinator and is responsible for inter-ministerial 

communication before and throughout the summit. 

 

Delegates should be prepared to devote several hours per week to summit preparations in the 

six weeks preceding the conference.  Before arriving in Paris, delegates are expected to (1) 

participate in ministerial discussions to choose the agenda topics, (2) attend delegation 

meetings via Skype and (3) write two well-researched position papers. 

 
How to apply to the Canadian Delegation 

 
Basic requirements 
 
To be a Canadian delegate, you must: 



• be a Canadian citizen or attend/have attended a Canadian educational institution at the 

post-secondary level, 

• be a current post-secondary student, 2
nd

 year CEGEP student or recent post-secondary 

graduate, and 
• be under the age of 30. 

 
If you think you are qualified to be a Canadian delegate but do not meet all of the above criteria, 

please send us an e-mail and we will consider your case. 

 

 

What we look for in a delegate 

 
Applications will be judged on an individual basis. Successful applicants will generally display 

the following: 

1. Teamwork and Leadership Experience: Delegates must have demonstrated experience 

working in teams and taking on leadership responsibilities. 

2. Interest/Expertise in Global Issues: Delegates must demonstrate an active interest in 

international dialogue and current events.  Preference will be given to those with special 

interest and/or expertise in the portfolios for which they are applying. 

3. Communication Skills: Delegates must possess superior written and verbal 

communication skills, demonstrated through team-based activities. 

4. International Experience and Cultural Sensitivity: Delegates must display intercultural 

sensitivity and cultural awareness. Although not required, preference will be given to 

those with some international experiences. 

5. Unique Backgrounds: We are looking to form a delegation of individuals from diverse 

backgrounds with wide-ranging academic interests, varied extra-curricular experiences, 

different home provinces and distinct life stories. Students with disabilities, of visible 

minority and with backgrounds in science, engineering and so forth are encouraged to 

apply. 

 
Application Procedure 

 
1. Put together your application package. 

a. Complete the attached application form. 
b. Draft an essay-style motivation letter (max. 500 words) outlining why you want 

to participate in the summit, what you would contribute, and why you are 

interested in and qualified for the positions listed in your application form. 

c. Submit a resume outlining your relevant academic and extra-curricular 

experience. 



2. Save your documents using the following format: 

“Firstname_Lastname_DocumentType” (e.g.: John_Smith_ApplicationForm). 

3. E-mail your application package to g8g20youthsummitcanada@gmail.com using the 

following format as the subject title: “Firstname_Lastname_University” (e.g. 

John_Smith_McGill). If you are no longer a student, list your city of residence instead. 
 

Applications must be received by 4:30 p.m. PST Monday, January 31
st

, 2011.  Only completed 

applications will be considered.  Acceptance of late applications is at the discretion of the 

Canadian organizing committee. 

 

Judging 

 

Delegates will be selected via a two-round process. 

1. Applications will first be evaluated by the executives of YouthCan For International 

Dialogue, the Canadian organizing committee.  A selected number of applications will 

move onto the second round for further review. 
2. A panel of external judges will evaluate these applications and choose the final eight 

delegates.  The panel will be composed of prominent and successful Canadians, such as 

university professors, civil servants, business owners, former delegates and journalists. 

 

Applicants not invited to join the delegation will be placed on a waitlist. 

 

Conference Cost 

 

Participation fee: 375€ (roughly 518 CAD) per delegate  

Fees include: (covered by Youth Diplomacy, the French Organizing Committee) 

• accommodation during the 6 nights of the Summit's duration 

• breakfasts, lunches and 1 coffee break per day 

• 1 dinner on Wednesday 1st of June 

• the Gala Dinner at UNESCO headquarters on Friday 3rd of June 

• access to the Conference and to all side-events 

• transportation in Paris during the Summit 

 

Fees do not include: (All applicants are expected to cover these additional costs) 

• travel costs to and from Paris  

• travel and health insurance 

• visa costs (If applicable. Canadian citizens do not require visas to enter France) 

 
Additional Information 

 



For more information about the event please visit the Canadian organizing committee’s website 

http://www.g8g20youthsummitcanada.org and the G8 & G20 Youth Summit Network site 

http://www.g8-g20-youth-networks.org. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email us at 

g8g20youthsummitcanada@gmail.com. One of our executives should reply within 48 hours. 

 

We look forward to receiving your applications! 

 

 


